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A method and apparatus are provided for stocking and/or
restocking an item. During operation, an RFID reader will
determine items to be stocked/restocked. This determination
may be made by performing a first scan and determining all
items within range. Once determined, the RFID reader will
continuously scan items that are within range. When the
RIFD reader encounters an additional item that is similar to
an item to be stocked/restocked, a notification is provided to
a user.
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~401
RECEIVES A REQUEST FROM GUI TO INITIATE
A RESTOCKING OPERATION
Y ~403
PERFORM A FIRST SCAN
Y ~405
DETECT A FIRST PLURALITY OF ITEMS
Y ~407
PRESENT FIRST PLURALITY OF ITEMS TO USER
AS ITEMS NEEDING TO BE RESTOCKED
Y ~409
PERFORM PERIODIC SCANS
Y 41
DETECT ADDITIONAL ITEM(S)
Y ~413

DETERMINE IF ADDITIONAL ITEM(S) IS SIMILAR
TO AN ITEM ON THE LIST OF ITEMS NEEDING

TO BE RESTOCKED
v 415

NOTIFY USER

FIG. 4
501

PERFORM A THIRD SCAN
Y 503
DETECT A SECOND PLURALITY OF ITEMS

v 505

COMPARE THE FIRST PLURALITY OF ITEMS
WITH THE SECOND PLURALITY OF ITEMS

Y

507

DETERMINE THOSE ITEMS THAT ARE
CONTAINED WITHIN THE FIRST PLURALITY
OF ITEMS, AND NOT CONTAINED WITHIN
THE SECOND PLURALITY OF ITEMS

Y

509

REMOVE ITEMS THAT ARE CONTAINED
WITHIN THE FIRST PLURALITY OF ITEMS,
AND NOT CONTAINED WITHIN THE SECOND
PLURALITY OF ITEMS
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR STOCKING
AND/OR RESTOCKING AN ITEM

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present invention relates generally to restocking an
item, and in particular to a radio frequency identification
(RFID) reader used for stocking and/or restocking an item,
and a method for using an RFID reader for stocking and/or
restocking an item.

BACKGROUND

One of the more time-consuming tasks facing owners of
large inventories is returning moved items to a correct
location. For example, it may take hours for a store clerk to
restock a cart full of items to the right store shelf. It would
be beneficial if a method and apparatus for restocking an
item existed that greatly reduced the amount of time nec-
essary to restock the item.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The accompanying figures, where like reference numerals
refer to identical or functionally similar elements throughout
the separate views, together with the detailed description
below, are incorporated in and form part of the specification,
and serve to further illustrate embodiments of concepts that
include the claimed invention, and explain various prin-
ciples and advantages of those embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a system diagram illustrating an environment
where RFID reader devices communicate with an exemplary
population of RFID tags, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating some elements of an
RFID reader device, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates the process of stocking or restocking an
item.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing operation of the reader of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing operation of the reader of
FIG. 1.

Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures
are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of
some of the elements in the figures may be exaggerated
relative to other elements to help to improve understanding
of embodiments of the present invention.

The apparatus and method components have been repre-
sented where appropriate by conventional symbols in the
drawings, showing only those specific details that are per-
tinent to understanding the embodiments of the present
invention so as not to obscure the disclosure with details that
will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
having the benefit of the description herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to address the above-mentioned need, a method
and apparatus are provided for stocking and/or restocking an
item. During operation, an RFID reader will determine items
to be stocked/restocked. This determination may be made by
performing a first scan and determining all items within
range. Once determined, the RFID reader will continuously
scan items that are within range. When the RIFD reader
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encounters an additional item that is similar to an item to be
stocked/restocked, a notification is provided to a user.

The above technique may be utilized to greatly reduce an
amount of time necessary to stock and/or restock items. For
example, consider a cart full of 100 items that needs to be
restocked. An initial scan may be made by an RFID reader
to determine the identities for all items in cart 301. As a user
walks cart 301 up and down the aisles, the RFID reader
announces when an item in cart 301 matches an item on the
shelf. Thus, as items on the shelves come into “view”, the
items are analyzed by the RIFD reader, and a determination
is made whether or not the item that came into view matches
any of the items in cart 301. When a match is determined,
an identification for the matched item is provided to the user
along with an indication that the matched item is nearby. The
item can then be restocked at the appropriate location.

It should be noted that the following description describes
an RFID reader that aides in stocking or restocking an item.
During the description, the term stocking and restocking
may be used interchangeably. Thus, the techniques provided
below may be given with respect to “restocking” an item,
however, the same technique may be utilized to initially
stock an item. Additionally, while the description that fol-
lows may provide an RFID reader in use, for example a
shopping cart, it is envisioned that the RFID reader may be
handheld, attached to a cart, attached to a rack, attached to
a user, or physically combined or attached with any number
of restocking aides (e.g., «carts, racks, handheld
baskets, . . ., etc.)

Before describing embodiments of the present invention
in detail, it is helpful to describe an example RFID com-
munications environment in which the invention may be
implemented. RFID tags are now widely used to mark
inventory and track various products. RFID tags generally
transmit to a handheld or robotically controlled reader
device a radio frequency (RF) signal that includes product
information. RFID tags generally include an integrated
circuit for storing and processing information, a transceiver
for transmitting and receiving RF signals, and an antenna.
Some RFID tags are active RFID tags and include their own
battery power source. Passive RFID tags do not have their
own power source and require receiving a power signal from
a reader device to operate. For interrogating passive RFID
tags, a reader generally transmits a continuous wave (CW)
or modulated RF signal to a tag. The tag receives the signal,
and responds by modulating the signal and then “backscat-
tering” an information response signal to the reader. The
reader device receives the response signal from the tag, and
the response signal is demodulated, decoded and further
processed.

FIG. 1 is a system diagram illustrating an environment
100 where RFID reader device 104 communicates with an
exemplary population 120 of RFID tags 102. As shown, the
population 120 of tags includes seven tags 1024-102g. A
population 120 may include any number of tags 102.

As shown in FIG. 1, reader 104 transmits an interrogation
signal 110 having a carrier frequency to the population of
tags 120. Reader 104 typically operates in one or more of the
frequency bands allotted for this type of RF communication.
For example, frequency bands of 902-928 MHz and 2400-
2483.5 MHz have been defined for certain RFID applica-
tions by the United States Federal Communication Com-
mission (FCC).

Various types of tags 102 may be present in tag population
120 that transmit one or more response signals 112 to an
interrogating reader 104, including by alternatively reflect-
ing and absorbing portions of signal 110 according to a
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time-based pattern or frequency. This technique for alter-
nately absorbing and reflecting signal 110 is referred to
herein as backscatter modulation. Reader 104 receives and
obtains data from response signals 112, such as an identi-
fication number of the responding tag 102. In the embodi-
ments described herein, a reader may be capable of com-
municating with tags 102 according to any suitable
communication protocol, including Class 0, Class 1, Elec-
tronic Product Code (EPC) Gen 2, other binary traversal
protocols and slotted aloha protocols, any other protocols
mentioned elsewhere herein, and future communication
protocols.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example RFID reader 104.
Reader 104 includes an antenna 202, a receiver and trans-
mitter portion 220 (also referred to as transceiver 220), a
baseband processor 212, logic circuitry 201, database 203,
and graphical user interface (GUI) 205. These components
of reader 104 may include software, hardware, and/or firm-
ware, or any combination thereof, for performing their
functions.

As shown in FIG. 2, baseband processor 212 and logic
circuitry 201 communicate with each other via a communi-
cation link 222. Logic circuitry 201 is utilized to maintain a
list of items to be restocked within database 203 (standard
random access memory). Logic circuitry 201 comprises a
digital signal processor (DSP), general purpose micropro-
cessor, a programmable logic device, or application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC) and is utilized to access and
control all components of reader 104. When aiding in
restocking, logic circuitry 201 provides an interrogation
request 210 periodically to transceiver portion 220 (option-
ally through baseband processor 212). Baseband processor
212 processes the data of interrogation request 210 prior to
being sent to transceiver portion 220. Transceiver portion
220 transmits the interrogation request via antenna 202.

Reader 104 also includes antenna 202 for communicating
with tags 102 and/or other readers 104. Antenna 202 may be
any type of reader antenna known to persons skilled in the
relevant art, including a vertical, dipole, loop, Yagi-Uda,
slot, or patch antenna type. For description of an example
antenna suitable for reader 104, refer to U.S. Pat. No.
7,551,140, titled “Low Return Loss Rugged RFID
Antenna,” issued 23 Jun. 2009.

Transceiver 220 receives a tag response via antenna 202.
Transceiver 220 outputs a decoded data signal 214 generated
from the tag response (optionally through baseband proces-
sor 212) to logic circuitry 201. Baseband processor 212
optionally processes the data of decoded data signal 214
prior to being sent to logic circuitry 201. At a minimum, this
data comprises an identification of a product attached to the
tag that is responding.

Graphical user interface 205 receives an input from a user
to initiate a restocking process. In addition, in an embodi-
ment, GUI 205 provides a way of conveying (e.g., display-
ing) restocking information to the user. In an embodiment,
restocking information may be displayed to the user as a list
of items needing to be restocked and whether or not a similar
item (similar to any item on the list) has been detected by the
RFID reader. In order to provide the above features (and
additional features), GUI 205 may include a monitor, a
keyboard, a mouse, a speaker, and/or various other hardware
components to provide a man/machine interface. For
example, where a speaker is used a “Geiger counter mode”
may be utilized to help the user find the right item in the cart
by allowing the sound to get louder or more frequent as the
user waves the RFID reader around in the cart to find the
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item. In another embodiment, the GUI gives an audible
indication of what portion of the cart the item to be restocked
is located

As shown in FIG. 2, transceiver portion 220 includes an
RF front-end 204, a demodulator/decoder 206, and a modu-
lator/encoder 208. These components of transceiver 220
may include software, hardware, and/or firmware, or any
combination thereof, for performing their functions. An
example description of these components is provided as
follows.

Modulator/encoder 208 receives interrogation request
210, and is coupled to an input of RF front-end 204.
Modulator/encoder 208 encodes interrogation request 210
into a signal format, modulates the encoded signal, and
outputs the modulated encoded interrogation signal to RF
front-end 204. For example, pulse-interval encoding (PIE)
may be used in a Gen 2 embodiment. Furthermore, double
sideband amplitude shift keying (DSB-ASK), single side-
band amplitude shift keying (SSB-ASK), or phase-reversal
amplitude shift keying (PR-ASK) modulation schemes may
be used in a Gen 2 embodiment. Note that in an embodi-
ment, baseband processor 212 may alternatively perform the
encoding function of modulator/encoder 208.

RF front-end 204 may include one or more antenna
matching elements, amplifiers, filters, an echo-cancellation
unit, a down-converter, and/or an up-converter. RF front-end
204 receives a modulated encoded interrogation signal from
modulator/encoder 208, up-converts (if necessary) the inter-
rogation signal, and transmits the interrogation signal to
antenna 202 to be radiated. Furthermore, RF front-end 204
receives a tag response signal through antenna 202 and
down-converts (if necessary) the response signal to a fre-
quency range amenable to further signal processing.

Demodulator/decoder 206 is coupled to an output of RF
front-end 204, receiving a modulated tag response signal
from RF front-end 204. In an EPC Gen 2 protocol environ-
ment, for example, the received modulated tag response
signal may have been modulated according to amplitude
shift keying (ASK) or phase shift keying (PSK) modulation
techniques. Demodulator/decoder 206 demodulates the tag
response signal. For example, the tag response signal may
include backscattered data formatted according to FMO or
Miller encoding formats in an EPC Gen 2 embodiment.
Demodulator/decoder 206 outputs decoded data signal 214.
Note that in an embodiment, baseband processor 212 may
alternatively perform the decoding function of demodulator/
decoder 206.

The configuration of transceiver 220 shown in FIG. 2 is
provided for purposes of illustration, and is not intended to
be limiting. Transceiver 220 may be configured in numerous
ways to modulate, transmit, receive, and demodulate RFID
communication signals, as is known to persons skilled in the
relevant art(s).

As one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize, RFID
reader 104 will only be able to detect RFID tags that may be
within range of reader 104 (e.g., within the “field of view”
of'the RFID reader 104). This range may be adjusted slightly
by varying an amount of power output by reader 104 (i.e.,
used to power an RFID tag), however, during typical opera-
tions, RFID reader 104 may only be capable of reading
RFID tags within several meters of RFID reader 104. With
this in mind, logic circuitry 201 (through GUI 205) will
receive instructions to perform a restocking operation. In
response, logic circuitry will instruct transceiver 220 to
perform a first scan. Because of the short-range nature of
RFID reader 104, the first scan will detect those items within
a few meters of reader 104. When the restocking operation
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is initiated, logic circuitry 201 will treat items detected in the
initial scan as items needing to be restocked.

As an example of the above consider FIG. 3. With
reference to FIG. 3, it is assumed that there exists a plurality
of items needing to be restocked (e.g., shopping cart 301 full
of items needing to be restocked). A user (not shown) may
then position reader 104 within a few meters of shopping
cart 301 and initiate a restocking operation. Since cart 301
is within a few meters of reader 104, all items existing within
cart 301 will be scanned and identified as items that need to
be restocked.

Once the initial scan has taken place and the items
needing to be restocked have been identified, logic circuitry
201 then stores a list of items needing to be restocked in
database 203. Preferably, the list comprises an identification
of the item along with an amount of that item (e.g., 6 pairs
of men’s Levis® Blue Jeans). This list may then be pre-
sented to the user through GUI 205.

It should be noted that one should take care to perform the
initial scan away from appropriately-stocked inventory. In
other words, because reader 104 will scan everything within
a few meters, one should take care to initiate the restocking
process when reader 104 is nowhere near RFID tags that do
not need to be restocked, otherwise those tags may be read
and identified as needing to be restocked.

As part of the restocking process, the user will maneuver
cart 301 and reader 104 simultaneously throughout the store,
for example, along path 303. Logic circuitry 201 will
instruct transceiver 220 to periodically scan for RFID tags
within range. It is assumed that the items needing to be
restocked will always be within range until they are
restocked and cart 301 and reader 104 move away from the
restocked item. In other words, it is envisioned that a user
operating reader 104 to restock items will maintain reader
104 within a few meters of all items that need to be
restocked. Thus, the periodic scans performed by reader 104
should read all items currently needing to be restocked.
During the periodic scans, once an item on the list is not
detected, logic circuitry 201 removes the item from the list
of items needing to be restocked.

As cart 301 proceeds along path 303, reader 104 will
periodically transmit interrogation signals (e.g., once per
second). During the periodic scanning, logic circuitry 201
will determine if an item similar to an item needing to be
restocked has been encountered. For example, if there exists
6 pairs of men’s Levis® Blue Jeans on the list of items to be
restocked, logic circuitry 201 will determine if at least one
additional pair of men’s Levis® Blue Jeans has been
encountered. If so, logic circuitry 201 will send a notifica-
tion to the user (through GUI 205). This notification is
designed to notify the user that a potential place for placing
the 6 pairs of men’s Levis® Blue Jeans has been encoun-
tered.

Thus, with the above in mind, assume that 6 pairs of
men’s Levis® Blue Jeans exists on the list of items that need
to be restocked. During the restocking process, logic cir-
cuitry 201 determines that 35 pairs of men’s Levis® Blue
Jeans are now within range of reader 104. It can be assumed
that reader 104 has now moved near the location where the
6 pairs of men’s Levis® Blue Jeans should be restocked. A
notification of this fact will be sent to the user. If during
additional scans, reader 104 determines that no pair of men’s
Levis® Blue Jeans are detected (in the vicinity assumed to
be the cart), then the 6 pairs of men’s Levis® Blue Jeans are
removed from the list of items needing to be restocked.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing operation of reader 104.
The logic flow in FIG. 4 assumes a restocking operation will
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be executed by a user, however one of ordinary skill in the
art will recognize that a stocking operation may be per-
formed in a similar manner.

The logic flow begins at step 401 where logic circuitry
201 receives a request from GUI 205 to initiate a restocking
operation. In response, logic circuitry 201 instructs trans-
ceiver 220 to perform a first scan (step 403). A first plurality
of items are detected by logic circuitry 201 as a result of the
first scan (step 405). As discussed above, the first plurality
of items are treated as items needing to be restocked. At step
407, the items needing to be restocked are presented by logic
circuitry 201 to the user through GUI 205 as a list of items
needing to be restocked, and the list is also written to
database 203. Thus, after step 407 logic circuitry 201 has
detected all items needing to be restocked, and has provided
these items to the user as a list. The list also exists in
database 203.

As part of the restocking process, a user will transport the
first plurality of items along with reader 104 throughout the
premises. At step 409 logic circuitry 201 will instruct
transceiver 220 to perform periodic scans (e.g., once per
second) to determine if additional items are detected during
the transport (i.e., items in addition to the first plurality of
items). Thus, at step 409 at least a second scan is performed.
As a result of the second scan, at least one additional item
is detected (step 411). As discussed, the one additional item
was not detected as the result of the first scan. For each
additional item encountered, logic circuitry 201 will deter-
mine if the item is similar to an item on the list of items
needing to be restocked (step 413). The user will be notified
when the additional item(s) is similar to an item on the list
of items needing to be restocked (step 415).

As discussed above, the initial scan should be performed
in a first area 305 that is out of range from items that do not
need to be restocked. This is done to ensure that only items
needing to be restocked are added to the list of items needing
to be restocked. In a similar manner the step of performing
the second scan comprises the step of performing the second
scan in a second area, where stocked items 307 exist (only
one stocked item 307 is labeled in FIG. 3). As reader 104 and
items to be restocked are transported down path 303 logic
circuitry 201 may notify the user through GUI 205 regarding
the identity of the additional items that come into view that
match items on the list. This allows the user to be made
aware of the potential place to restock the matched item.

As part of the restocking operation, items are removed
from the list (and cleared from database 203) when the item
is restocked. This task may be accomplished in one of many
ways. One technique for accomplishing this task may be
simply for the user to scan each item individually when it is
removed from cart 301.

A second technique for accomplishing this task may be to
have logic circuitry 201 detect when an item on the list is no
longer within range. Thus, as the user restocks items, and
cart 301 moves down path 303, the restocked item will move
out of range and no longer read by scanner 104. Once this
happens, logic circuitry 201 can remove the item from the
list provided through GUI 205 and remove the item from
database 203. With this in mind, FIG. 5 is a flow chart
showing operation of reader 104 when an item is restocked.
The logic flow begins at step 501 where logic circuitry
instructs transceiver 220 to perform a third scan and detect
a second plurality of items as a result of the third scan (step
503). As is evident, the items detected as a result of the third
scan will be those stocked items within range of reader 104
(e.g., already existing on the shelf) along with those items
needing to be restocked (e.g., items still in the cart). As
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reader 104 moves along path 303, reader 104 no longer
detects restocked items that are out of range. Logic circuitry
201 then compares the first plurality of items to the second
plurality of items (step 505) and determines those items that
are contained within the first plurality of items, and not
contained within the second plurality of items (step 507).
Logic circuitry 201 then removes those items that are
contained within the first plurality of items and not con-
tained within the second plurality of items from the plurality
of items needing to be stocked/restocked (step 509). More
particularly, logic circuitry 201 accesses database 203 to
remove those items from the list of items contained within
database 203. Logic circuitry 201 also provides GUI 205
with the modified list. In other words, the original list
presented to the user containing the first plurality of items to
be restocked is updated to remove those items that are
contained within the first plurality of items and not con-
tained within the second plurality of items.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments have
been described. However, one of ordinary skill in the art
appreciates that various modifications and changes can be
made without departing from the scope of the invention as
set forth in the claims below. For example, while the above
description was given with respect to “restocking” an item,
one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that the
above-described technique may be utilized for any number
of purposes. For example, the above-described technique
may be utilized to initially stock items, or locate a single
item at hand. Accordingly, the specification and figures are
to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive
sense, and all such modifications are intended to be included
within the scope of present teachings.

Those skilled in the art will further recognize that refer-
ences to specific implementation embodiments such as “cir-
cuitry” may equally be accomplished via either on general
purpose computing apparatus (e.g., CPU) or specialized
processing apparatus (e.g., DSP) executing software instruc-
tions stored in non-transitory computer-readable memory. It
will also be understood that the terms and expressions used
herein have the ordinary technical meaning as is accorded to
such terms and expressions by persons skilled in the tech-
nical field as set forth above except where different specific
meanings have otherwise been set forth herein.

The benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any
element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solu-
tion to occur or become more pronounced are not to be
construed as a critical, required, or essential features or
elements of any or all the claims. The invention is defined
solely by the appended claims including any amendments
made during the pendency of this application and all equiva-
lents of those claims as issued.

Moreover in this document, relational terms such as first
and second, top and bottom, and the like may be used solely
to distinguish one entity or action from another entity or
action without necessarily requiring or implying any actual
such relationship or order between such entities or actions.
The terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “has”, “having,”
“includes”, “including,” “contains”, “containing” or any
other variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive
inclusion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus
that comprises, has, includes, contains a list of elements does
not include only those elements but may include other
elements not expressly listed or inherent to such process,
method, article, or apparatus. An element proceeded by
“comprises . . . a”, “has . . . a”, “includes . . . a”,
“contains . . . a” does not, without more constraints, preclude
the existence of additional identical elements in the process,
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method, article, or apparatus that comprises, has, includes,
contains the element. The terms “a” and “an” are defined as
one or more unless explicitly stated otherwise herein. The
terms “substantially”, “essentially”, “approximately”,
“about” or any other version thereof, are defined as being
close to as understood by one of ordinary skill in the art, and
in one non-limiting embodiment the term is defined to be
within 10%, in another embodiment within 5%, in another
embodiment within 1% and in another embodiment within
0.5%. The term “coupled” as used herein is defined as
connected, although not necessarily directly and not neces-
sarily mechanically. A device or structure that is “config-
ured” in a certain way is configured in at least that way, but
may also be configured in ways that are not listed.

It will be appreciated that some embodiments may be
comprised of one or more generic or specialized processors
(or “processing devices™) such as microprocessors, digital
signal processors, customized processors and field program-
mable gate arrays (FPGAs) and unique stored program
instructions (including both software and firmware) that
control the one or more processors to implement, in con-
junction with certain non-processor circuits, some, most, or
all of the functions of the method and/or apparatus described
herein. Alternatively, some or all functions could be imple-
mented by a state machine that has no stored program
instructions, or in one or more application specific integrated
circuits (ASICs), in which each function or some combina-
tions of certain of the functions are implemented as custom
logic. Of course, a combination of the two approaches could
be used.

Moreover, an embodiment can be implemented as a
computer-readable storage medium having computer read-
able code stored thereon for programming a computer (e.g.,
comprising a processor) to perform a method as described
and claimed herein. Examples of such computer-readable
storage mediums include, but are not limited to, a hard disk,
a CD-ROM, an optical storage device, a magnetic storage
device, a ROM (Read Only Memory), a PROM (Program-
mable Read Only Memory), an EPROM (Erasable Program-
mable Read Only Memory), an EEPROM (Electrically
Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory) and a Flash
memory. Further, it is expected that one of ordinary skill,
notwithstanding possibly significant effort and many design
choices motivated by, for example, available time, current
technology, and economic considerations, when guided by
the concepts and principles disclosed herein will be readily
capable of generating such software instructions and pro-
grams and ICs with minimal experimentation.

The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to allow the
reader to quickly ascertain the nature of the technical dis-
closure. It is submitted with the understanding that it will not
be used to interpret or limit the scope or meaning of the
claims. In addition, in the foregoing Detailed Description, it
can be seen that various features are grouped together in
various embodiments for the purpose of streamlining the
disclosure. This method of disclosure is not to be interpreted
as reflecting an intention that the claimed embodiments
require more features than are expressly recited in each
claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect, inventive
subject matter lies in less than all features of a single
disclosed embodiment. Thus the following claims are
hereby incorporated into the Detailed Description, with each
claim standing on its own as a separately claimed subject
matter.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating an RFID reader, the method
comprising the steps of:
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performing a first scan of a shopping cart or basket of
items to be stocked or restocked;

detecting a first plurality of unstocked items existing in
the shopping cart or basket as a result of the first scan;

performing a second scan of an area around the shopping 3
cart or basket to detect stocked and unstocked items;

detecting at least one additional stocked item as a result of
the second scan, wherein the one additional stocked
item was not detected as the result of the first scan of
the shopping cart or basket;

determining if the additional stocked item is similar to an
unstocked item within the first plurality of items; and

notifying the user when the additional stocked item is
similar to an unstocked item within the first plurality of
items.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of

10

15

presenting the first plurality of unstocked items to a user as
a list of items needing to be stocked or restocked.

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising the steps of:

performing a third scan;

detecting a second plurality of items as a result of the third
scan,

comparing the first plurality of items to the second
plurality of items;

determining those items that are contained within the first
plurality of items, and not contained within the second
plurality of items; and

removing those items that are contained within the first
plurality of items and not contained within the second
plurality of items from the first plurality of items
presented to the user.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of performing

20

25

30

the first scan comprises the step of performing a first scan in
a first area outside a range of stocked items in order to avoid
detecting stocked items.

35

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the step of performing

the second scan comprises the step of performing the second
scan in a second area.

6. The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of 40

notifying a user of an identity of the additional item.

7. A method for operating an RFID reader, the method

comprising the steps of:

performing a first scan;

detecting a first plurality of unstocked items as a result of 45
the first scan;

performing a second scan of both stocked and the first
plurality of unstocked items;

comparing the stocked and unstocked items detected from
the first and the second scans to determine at least one
additional stocked item, wherein the one additional
stocked item was not detected as the result of the first
scan of the plurality of unstocked item(s);

determining if the additional stocked item is similar to an
item within the first plurality of unstocked item(s);

notifying the user when the additional stocked item is
similar to an item within the first plurality of unstocked
item(s);

50

55
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presenting the first plurality of unstocked item(s); to a
user as a list of items needing to be stocked or
restocked;

wherein the step of performing the first scan comprises
the step of performing a first scan in a first area; and

wherein the step of performing the second scan comprises
the step of performing the second scan in a second area.

8. The method of claim 7 further comprising the steps of:

performing a third scan;

detecting a second plurality of items as a result of the third
scan,

comparing the first plurality of items to the second
plurality of items;

determining those items that are contained within the first
plurality of items, and not contained within the second
plurality of items; and

removing those items that are contained within the first
plurality of items and not contained within the second
plurality of items from the first plurality of items
presented to the user.

9. An RFID reader comprising:

a transceiver for performing a first scan and performing a
second scan, wherein the first scan is of unstocked
items and a second scan is of both stocked and the
unstocked items, and wherein the first scan is per-
formed in a first location and the second scan is
performed in a second location;

logic circuitry detecting a first plurality of unstocked
items as a result of the first scan and detecting at least
one additional stocked item as a result of the second
scan, wherein the one additional stocked item was not
detected as the result of the first scan, the logic circuitry
determining if the additional stocked item is similar to
an item within the first plurality of unstocked items;
and

a graphical user interface (GUI) notifying the user when
the additional stocked item is similar to an item within
the first plurality of unstocked items.

10. The RFID reader of claim 9 wherein the GUI addi-
tionally presents the first plurality of items to a user as a list
of items needing to be stocked or restocked.

11. The RFID reader of claim 9 wherein:

the transceiver performs a third scan;

the logic circuitry detects a second plurality of items as a
result of the third scan, compares the first plurality of
items to the second plurality of items, determines those
items that are contained within the first plurality of
items, and not contained within the second plurality of
items; and removes those items that are contained
within the first plurality of items and not contained
within the second plurality of items from the first
plurality of items presented to the user.

12. The RFID reader of claim 9 wherein the first scan is

performed in a first area.

13. The RFID reader of claim 9 wherein the second scan
is performed in a second area.

14. The RFID reader of claim 9 wherein the GUI notifies
a user of an identity of the additional item.
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